
 

 

Weekly Wrap-Up 
9/15/19 
 

 
Dear Parents, Guardians, Families and Friends, 
I am writing this newsletter a bit later than usual, because I took advantage 
of the beautiful weather this weekend.  I hope you were able to do the same! 
Below, I have shared pictures and highlights from last weekend’s event: Streets Alive, information about 
our upcoming Open House and Parent Education Night, and a small list of needed items for Park 
School.  And of course, our Students and Staff of the Week celebration is always a fantastic way to end 
the week!   
 
Kind regards, 
Jill Anderson, Principal 
847-424-2301 
andersonj2@district65.net 
 
Upcoming Events 

★ Wednesday, September 25 - Open House 6-8pm 
★ December 11 - Holiday Party 
★ May 13 - Family Fun Fest 

 
Streets Alive 
The drizzle and damp weather didn’t stop Park School or Evanston residents 
from participating in the Evanston Streets Alive event on Main Street on 
Sunday, September 8th.  As the weather cleared, the crowds came through 
and people of all ages walked and wheeled up and down Main Street to 
explore different activities and Evanston vendors.  Park School hosted a craft 
table where children and adults painted rocks.  Most people took their rocks 
home, but many also donated their rocks to our Park School Sensory 
Garden.  Our booth also featured a limbo game and children shocked us all 
with their limber dance moves!  I would like to thank the Park staff members 
who donated rocks and spray paint, washed rocks, painted a base coat, and 

volunteered at this event.  And I also want to thank the many Park parents and friends who donated 
their time to help set up, run activities, and clean up.  It was a great team effort! 
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Open House and Parent Information Night 
Park School’s Open House will take place on Wednesday, September 25th from 6-8pm.  After the 
success of the 18-19 Parent Education series, this year’s open house will take on a different twist!  We 
will start the evening on the lanai and playground, with dinner provided by the Park PTA!  It will be a 
great time to meet other parents, Park staff, and the PTA.  From 6:30-7pm, our guests will be able to 
visit classrooms and meet with related service personnel to better understand the schedule, curriculum, 
and services that your children participate in at Park School.  And finally, from 7pm-8pm, a recap of our 
first Parent Education Night, “Planning for Your Child’s Future”, will be offered.  The information shared 
at this event will give parents and guardians a solid foundation of how PUNS (Prioritization of Urgency 
of Need) and agencies like CAU (Community Alternatives Unlimited) work together to provide funding 
and services that can support your child now or in the future.  Your child is never too young to begin 
understanding this information and even if you attended last year, I highly recommend all families 
attend! 
 
Sign Language Class 
One of Park School’s Interpretive Sign 
Language Aides, Phil Larry, is well known for 
providing Park staff members with 
professional growth in their sign language 
skills.  Once a week, Phil teaches our staff a 
“sign of the week” and also offers an hour long 
sign language class.  While this is not a new 
feature to Park School, I wanted to take some 
time to thank Phil for his passion and 
commitment to enriching the Deaf culture at 
Park School and educating our staff so that we can better communicate with our students! 
 
Needed Items 
Our stock of towels and rags are running low!  If you have any older towels or rags that you were 
considering replacing, please consider sending them to Park School for our Home Living Center.  We 
use these to help keep our students clean during meal times and to dry our dishes.  Washing, drying, 
and folding these towels are also great skills that we teach as well!  In addition, some classrooms are in 
need of oversized dress shirts to be used as paint smocks. Finally, a classroom is looking for the 
compostable egg cartons for an art project.  If you can contribute to any of these, it would be greatly 
appreciated! 
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Park School Celebrates Our Common Values 
This week, the Park School nominated and selected Kamryn (Iden Nowlin’s class), Isaiah (Katlynn 
O’Hara’s class), Azucena (Aharon Gutstein’s class) and Maggie (Melissa and Christy’s class) as the 
Park School Students of the Week!  And Lyle Sauer, Room 28 Paraprofessional, was selected as our 
Staff Member of the Week.  These students and staff received this award because they exemplified the 
school-wide common values of Be Safe, Try Your Best, and Be a Good Friend.  Way to go!  
 

 
 
 
General Reminders 

★ Any urgent calls, including child absences, please contact the main office at 
847-424-2300.   

★ If you drop your child off at school, or pick them up, please remember to sign them 
in/out at the front desk 

 

 


